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The following papers are being transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office by facsimile 
transmission: Amendment and Response to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment Under 37 
C.F.R. $1 .121 (3 pgsV Amendments to the Claims fpgs. 2-14); Exhibit A (2 pgsV. Exhibit B (2 
pgs): and Exhibit C (2 pes). 

Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of 
months to enter these papers and please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment 
to Deposit Account No, 13-4895. 

MuetingRaasch & Gebhardt, P.A. 

"7^U4 /j^f^QO By: Cl/IMA *7ft^tytQ£A() 

Date Ann ML Mueting f I 

Reg. No. 33,977 ^ 
Direct Dial (612)305-1218 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 GF.R» §1.8 : The undersigned hereby certifies that this Facsimile Cover Sheet and the 
paper(s), as described hereinabove, are being transmitted by facsimile in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .6(d) to the 
Patent and Trademark Office addressed to the Commi^oner for Patents, Attn: Examiner Camie S. Thompson, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on this day o fMarch, 2005, ai S~ . ( Central 

Time). ' 

(\\&juJ^ £ f , ^lCT> S~ Signature:, 



Name: (^nUt 

If you do not receive all pages, please contact us at (612)305-1220 (ph) or (612)305-1228 (fax). 
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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 

UNDER 37 C JF.R. §1,121 

Mail Slop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



In response to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment dated 24 February 2005, 
Applicants submit herewith replacement pages entitled Amendments to the Claims which 
replace pages 2 -12 of the Amendment originally filed on 1 December 2004. The Amendment 
and Response filed under cover of a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) on J December 
2004 inadvertently used the status identifier "withdrawn - previously presented" for claims 27-32 
and 36-39. Applicants have now correcdy identified claims 27-32 and 36-39 s with the identifier 
"withdrawn," thereby correcting the status identifiers. 



Examiner's statement that "It is unclear if the claims have been withdrawn from consideration by 
Applicant" On 9 December 2002, Applicant confirmed the election of Group I, claims 1-20* 22- 
25, and 40-49, and respectfully requested withdrawal of the restriction requirement and rejoinder 
of the claims. The Examiner's Final Rejection of 17 March 2003 (Exhibit A) listed the pending 
claims as 1-49, and listed claims 21 and 26-39 as withdrawn. Applicants filed a Request for 



Sir: 



However, Applicants are confused by the disposition of the claims and ihe 
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Continued Examination on 1 8 August 2003, and added claims 50-54. In response, the 
Examiner's non-final Office Action of 30 October 2003 (Exhibit B) listed the pending claims as 
1-20, 22-25, and 40-49, and listed claims 50-54 as withdrawn. The Examiner was silent as to the 
status of claims 21 and 26-39. However, Applicants believed that claims 21 and 26-39 remained 
withdrawn by the Examiner. In the Amendment and Response of 27 January 2004, Applicants 
cancelled claims 21 and 50-54 and amended claims 26-39. In response, the Examiner's Final 
Rejection of 22 March 2004 (Exhibit C) listed claims 1-20, 22-25, and 40-49 as pending. The 
Examiner was again silent as to the status of claims 26-39; however, Applicants believed these 
claims remained withdrawn. If that is correct, Applicants continue to respectfully request 
withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement and rejoinder of the withdrawn claims. If that is 
incorrect, and these claims have been rejoined, Applicants request clarification. 

Applicants would like to remind the Examiner of the telephone interview of 1 December 
2004. During the interview, the Examiner indicated that she would consider rejoining the 
withdrawn claims. A summary of the Examiner's Interview is listed on page 13 of the 
Amendment and Response filed on 1 December 2004. 

As noted in the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment and pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
1.121(h), '"Only the corrected section of the non-compliant amendment document must be 
resubmitted (in its entirety), e.g. 7 the entire "Amendments to the Claims" section of applicants 
document must be resubmitted," Therefore, Applicants believe the Amendment originally filed 
on 1 December 2004 is now complete. 
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This response is believed to be limely submitted. It is believed that no fee is due; 
however, in the event a fee is required, please charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 1 3-4895. 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R, L8: 



The undersigned hereby certifies that this 
paper is being transmitted by facsimile in 
accordance with 37 CFR § 1.6(d) to the 
Paienl and Trademark Office, addressed to 
Mail Stop Missing Parts, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box J 450, Alexandria, VA 



22313-1450, on this 
2005, ar 



day of March, 




Date 



Respectfully submitted for 
Eugene G. JOSEPH et al. 
By 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P.A. 
P.O. Box 581415 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1415 
Phone: (612)305-1220 
Facsimile: (612)305-1228 
Customer Number 26813 




Ann M. Mueting 
Reg. No. 33,977 
Direct Dial (612)305-1217 
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